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Fears over school funding cuts
BY ALESHA CAPONE

SCHOOLS within the Tarneit
electorate will lose more than
$300,000 in funding if the State
Government goes ahead with
proposed cuts to the Victorian
Certificate of Applied Learning,
according to MP Tim Pallas.
Last week, Mr Pallas and Opposition Leader Daniel Andrews
visited the Warringa Park School
in Hoppers Crossing to discuss
planned cutbacks to the VCAL
program, which offers Year 11
and 12 students ‘hands-on’ learning.
The government has mooted
plans to withdraw funding from
the role of VCAL co-ordinators.
“Mr Baillieu and his Educa-

tion Minister Martin Dixon have
steadfastly refused to acknowledge the impact this funding cut
will have on schools, but the fact
is Warringa Park School will lose
$37,000 from its budget,” Mr Andrews said.
“Without this funding, other
areas of the school budget may
need to be trimmed. It may force
schools to reduce the number of
teachers, cut subjects, or dump
support programs in areas such as
literacy.”
Warringa Park principal Colin Schot said the school offered
VCAL subjects including radio,
hospitality, hairdressing, basic
building and horticulture, but pupils would not be worse off under
the government’s plan.

“They won’t be because we
will make sure, the program is really one of the main priorities for
the school and we are not going to
let our kids miss out,” he said.
Werribee Secondary College
principal Steve Butyn said the
school would miss out on annual
VCAL funding of around $60,000
but “our school’s large enough to
absorb that”.
“Our focus is mainly on VCE
and academic post-school tertiary
study, but we do have VCAL
students they are very successful
in terms of completion rates and
academic achievements,” he said.
A spokesperson for the Education Minister said “the changes
to VCAL funding only relate to
the special coordination payment

that was made to establish the
program and has no impact on the
actual funding for students taking
part.
“Funding for students to take
part in the program has increased
to accommodate additional numbers and this will continue to
be the case as student numbers
grow,” he said.
“Given the fact the program
has been running effectively for
the past eight years and as a result
of additional support provided
by the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority, workplace
learning coordinators and Local Tarneit MP Tim Pallas, school council president Carol
Learning and Employment Net- ymoszek, Opposition leader Daniel Andrews and principal
works, there should be no impact Colin Schot at the Warringa Park School. 70448
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Community fights back
BY ALESHA CAPONE
AN INNOVATIVE website started by
a Tarneit family to fight crime in their
neighbourhood has become a resounding success, helping to catch offenders
in the area.
Tim Payne and his wife began the
‘Community Against Crime’ website
after some local residential burglaries,
in which the thieves pretended to be
removalists.
“The idea is to reduce crime in the
neighbourhood,” Mr Payne said.
“It’s still a work in progress.”
On the website, which has around
120 members, residents can report a
crime and post the details as a warning
to others, upload videos and photos of
offences and check a VicRoads database to check if a car could be using
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stolen number plates.
Mr Payne said Abbas Heidari and
Pat Marasea, from Hoppers Crossing
Becs IT and Web Design business, donated their services for free to design
the website.
Within Mr Payne’s area, around
nine houses with CCTV systems have
joined ‘Community Against Crime’
and offered their footage of suspicious
activity to police investigations.
So far they have helped catch a
man who stole $2500 worth of tools, a
motorist stealing number plates, drug
users, youths lighting fires near Skeleton Creek and motorcyclists riding
on the footpath.
Mr Payne said the group was not
a vigilante one and turned their information over to police if they knew of

a crime happening.
“It was that there was a lot of crime
in the area and about being proactive
rather than reactive,” Mr Payne said.
“I have no intentions of becoming
a policeman, but people have the right
to live in a crime-free area.
“I’m the sort of person who if I
saw an old lady getting mugged, I’d
step in to help her.
Mr Payne said in the future, he
hoped to email or message members
when crimes occurred as a warning to
other residents and create a modern,
technically savvy group like ‘Neighbourhood Watch’.
“The idea is we’d like to have
‘Community Against Crime’ signs
saying an area is under 24 hour surveillance, so criminals know not to

operate in the area,” he said.
After a Queensland resident saw
the website, he decided to start his
own chapter of ‘Community Against
Crime’ and sent Mr Payne a ‘Vision
Drive’ in-car camera which films as a
vehicle drives, capturing crimes other
motorists commit.
“Hooning is an issue, hence we call
it the ‘hoon cam’,” Mr Payne said.
“In our area we managed to stop
hooning by talking to the offenders
and letting them know we’ve got footage, and giving them a chance to stop,
and then if they continued we would
report it to police.”
‘Community Against Crime’ is
searching for volunteers and sponsors.
For more information see www.communityagainstcrime.com.au.
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Tarneit resident Tim Payne has co-founded a community website against crime and also uses an in-car camera to capture road offences. 70623
Picture: DAMJAN JANEVSKI

